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Note: these sustainability principles for the small alcoholic beverage 
producers in Scania, Sweden were created as a part of SustBeerLab, a 
living lab initiated by the Centre for Sustainability Studies, at Lund 
University. The principles were created via a participatory process 
between small alcoholic beverage producers (significantly craft 
brewers), ingredient suppliers, academics and other relevant actors in 
the regional industry. The process consisted of two participatory 
events between August 2017 and January 2019 as well as several 
smaller sessions with actors in the sector.  
 
SustBeerLab would like to thank all who have contributed to the 
process, especially Joacim Larsen of Brygghuset Finn and Jakob 
Thomsgård of the Craft Beverage Producers’ Association of Skåne.  

  



                                                                                                                 

Energy & climate 

 

Beverage production demands significant amounts of energy. Therefore, measures to 
decrease energy the used in production process is imperative. Furthermore, the type of power 
generation has important implications on the environment, especially for climate change. 
Choosing generation systems such as wind, biogas, hydroelectric, and/or solar can reduce 
impacts through decreased emissions. 
 

Principle: 
Support concrete measures to decrease the energy used in 
the beverage production chain and to promote the 
percentage of energy from renewable sources used in these 
processes 

Efficient Use & emissions 

 Are there systems to monitor energy use and emissions in the production chain? 

 What measures are taken to decrease energy use and greenhouse gas emissions 
(including from fermentation) in the beverage production chain? 

 What options exist to productively utilize waste energy or heat from the production 
process? 
 

Generation 

 Does facility energy come from renewable sources? 

 Have we established on-site energy systems (e.g., solar, wind, biogas)? 

  



                                                                                                                 

Ingredients 

 
 
Beverage ingredients are a key component in alcoholic beverage production. In addition, 
having access to adequate supplies of quality ingredients whose characteristics are consistent 
over time is also imperative for the industry. However, certain beverage ingredients can be 
required to be shipped long distances (e.g., hops, malt, yeast). Furthermore, ingredients can 
be produced in ways that damage the environment, for example, through intensive fertilizer 
use, and harm humans through chemical residues that remain in the food products. 
 

Principle: 
Strive towards beverage ingredients that are organic and/or 
are sourced as close to the place of production as possible 

Organic ingredients 

 Are certified organic ingredients used in beverage production? 

Regionally produced ingredients 

 Do we use beverage ingredients that are regionally-sourced?   

 

  



                                                                                                                 

Transport 

 
 
Road transport is one of the main contributors to greenhouse gas emissions in Sweden, and 
one of the most impactful parts of the beverage production process. It not only causes vehicle 
emissions, especially carbon dioxide, it also leads to increased congestion, especially in urban 
areas. Three areas are prioritized within this area: modes of transport, transport efficiency, 
and vehicle fuels. 

 
Principle:  
Work towards a less impactful craft beverage transport 
system including the purchase of beverage system supplies 
and the delivery of beverages 

Modes of transport 

 Are modes of beverage and ingredient transport that are less impactful chosen? 

Efficient roads 

 Are cooperative and multipurpose methods of transport used? 

 Are efficient transport routes for beverage purchases and deliveries used? 

Vehicle fuels 

 Do vehicles use propellant types (e.g., LPG, biogas, EVs) that are less impactful  

  



                                                                                                                 

Engagement

 

An often-overlooked aspect of sustainability is creating community, both in the region as a 

whole as well as in the industry. Regional craft beverage industry is reliant on regional 

consumers to support and purchase their products. The industry’s engagement in different 

key community events and activities is imperative in fostering a tight-knit and dynamic Scania. 

Furthermore, it is important that continued education of small alcoholic beverages participate 

in educational activities that promote a more sustainable and engaged community.  

 

Principle:  
Support activities in Scania that foster social cohesion and 
community-building 

Measures for community-building & education 

 Do regional beverage and ingredient producers arrange responsible events and social 
activities in Scania? 

 What other outreach activities does the regional craft beverage sector engage in to 
promote community engagement? 

 Are education opportunities available for alcohol producers & consumers? 

  



                                                                                                                 

Gender & diversity 

 

It is no secret that the craft beverage sector, particularly craft beer, is dominated by males. 

Although there are a variety actions underway in Scania and beyond to increase gender & 

racial diversity in the sector, including women’s home brewing groups and beer tasting 

sessions, significant work still needs to be carried out to foster a more inclusive, gender-

balanced and culturally diverse sector.  

Principle:  

Continually strive towards a regional beverage industry of 

small producers and consumers that is inclusionary, culturally 

diverse and gender balanced 
  

 

Gender balance 

 What measures are taken to create a gender balanced workplace and among our 
beverage consumers? 

 

Cultural diversity  

 Do we create products that inspire diversity, and/or cater to promoting gender, ethnic 
or generational diversity?  
  



                                                                                                                 

Water 

 
 

Water is important for the beverage production. It is not only a key ingredient in alcoholic 

beverages, but also necessary in several stages of production including equipment cleaning. 

Therefore, the wastewater from the production facility also must be effectively treated before 

entering the environment. It is also essential that alcoholic beverage producers understand 

both water use and waste water treatment.   

 

Principle:  
Support concrete measures to improve water use efficiency 
in the beverage production process and to ensure that the 
wastewater in beverage production is managed sustainably 

Water sources 

 Do we use water sources that do not lead to ground water depletion?  

Water-to-beverage produced ratio 

 Do we monitor water usage in the beverage production process? 

 What measures are taken to increase water efficiency in the process? 

Water treatment 

 Is wastewater managed in a sustainable way where water returned to the 
environment is equally clean or cleaner than water entering the facility? 

 What measures are taken to improve wastewater cleaning?  



                                                                                                                 

  Beverage packaging 

 
 
According to the Swedish Liquor Monopoly (Systembolaget) beverage packaging represents 

the most environmentally impactful part of the industry. Heavy glass bottles, for example, are 

not only expensive, they also cause increased environmental impacts in comparison to other 

beverage packaging systems such as cans, kegs or growlers. 

 

Principle:  
Make steady progress toward less impactful craft beverage 
packaging systems  

Beverage packaging 

 Are beverage packaging systems chosen that are less environmentally impactful and 
more resource conservative  

  



                                                                                                                 

Solid waste management 

 

 
Alcoholic beverage production creates large varieties and amounts of solid wastes. Ingredient 
packaging, e.g., grain bags, cardboard, from operations must be dealt with, which add 
additional costs to the alcohol production process. In addition, brewery operations produce 
large quantities of spent grains that must be managed in a proper and sustainable way. 

 
Principle:  
To decrease the amount of solid waste, especially spent 
grains, from all phases of the beverage production process 

Waste recycling and reuse systems 

 Are measures pursued to decrease the amount of packaging materials used in 
beverage production? 

 Are actions taken to continually increase facility solid waste recycling and reuse 
amounts? 

Spent grain recycling and upcycling 

 Are actions taken to reuse or upcycle ingredient bi-products from the brewing 
process? 

 

  



                                                                                                                 

Responsible consumption 

 
 

The responsible consumption of alcoholic beverages is essential for fostering a safe, well-
functioning society. The Swedish Liquor Monopoly (Systembolaget), places high priority on 
curbing alcohol over-consumption in the country. Supporting these ambitions, the vision is to 
produce beverages for society in which everyone can enjoy them in a manner that takes into 
consideration human health and where consumers don not harm themselves or others. 

 
Principle:  
We tangibly promote the responsible enjoyment of 
alcoholic beverages 

Responsible consumption 

 Do we promote healthy and responsible alcohol consumption habits on our products 
and at events? 

 Do we offer and promote low- or non-alcoholic beverage options? 
 


